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Safety Data Sheet (SDS) 

 

Plywood  
1. Identification 

TRADE NAME(S):  Plywood 
 
SYNONYMS and/or GRADES:  None 
 
PRODUCT USES:  Building Materials 
 
CHEMICAL NAME/CLASS:    Wood Products 

 
REVISED DATE:     August 27, 2018 
 

2. Hazard(s) Identification 

Signal Word:  DANGER 
 
NOTE:  This product is not hazardous in the form in which it is shipped by the manufacturer but may 

become hazardous as the result of downstream activities (e.g. cutting, sanding) which creates small 
particles resulting in the potential hazards as described below.     

.  

  Classification  
 

Hazard Statement(s) 
 

Pictogram(s) 

  

 
HEALTH 

Carcinogen- Category 1A 
(H350) * 

 
 

 

 
 

Wood dust may cause nasopharyngeal 
cancer and/or cancer of the nasal 
cavities and paranasal sinuses by 

inhalation 
 
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d5/GHS-pictogram-silhouete.svg/2000px-GHS-pictogram-silhouete.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GHS_hazard_pictograms&h=2000&w=2000&tbnid=sQeEyq44-aNjVM:&zoom=1&docid=Z5H7fT1i1Xh19M&ei=wn8hVYPVEsfRsAWuxYDwAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CDYQMygAMAA
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8. Exposure Control Measures/Personal Protection (cont’d.) 

OTHER ENGINEERING CONTROLS – Cutting and machining of product should preferably 
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10. Stability and Reactivity 

Reactivity:  NAP 
Hazardous Polymerization:      May occur       Will not occur 
Stability:      Unstable       Stable 
Conditions to Avoid:  Avoid all sources of ignition, protect from moisture. 
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11. Toxicology Information (cont’d.) 

Toxicity Data:  No specific information available for product in purchased form.  Individual component 
information is listed below.  

Components:   
Wood dust (softwood or hardwood) 
Dusts generated from sawing, sanding or machining this product may cause respiratory irritation, nasal 

dryness and irritation, coughing and sinusitis.  NTP and IARC (Group 1) classify wood dust as a 
human carcinogen.  See Section 2 above.   

Formaldehyde 
Human inhalation TCLo of 17 mg/m3 for 30 minutes produced eye and pulmonary results; human 

inhalation TCLo of 300 ug/m3 produced nose and central nervous system results; LC50 (rat, inhalation) 
= 1,000 mg/m3, 30 minutes; LC50 (mice, inhalation) = 400 mg/m3, 2 hours.  NTP and IARC (Group 1) 
classify formaldehyde as a human carcinogen.  See Section 2 above.  

Target Organs:  Eyes, skin and respiratory system. 
Note:  Weyerhaeuser evaluated the studies referenced in the ACGIH® TLV® Documentation for Wood 

Dust and others which included potential allergenic references for wood species which may cause 
skin or respiratory sensitization.  There are a limited number of studies of highly variable consistency 
which reference sensitization from some species of wood.  When the total weight of evidence is 
considered this product is considered to be an eye, skin and respiratory irritant and not a respiratory 
or skin sensitizer according to health hazard classification criteria.   

12. Ecological Information 

Ecotoxicity:  NAV for finished product. 
Component:  Formaldehyde 
 96 hr LC50 Fathead Minnow                               24 mg/L 
 96 hr LC50 Bluegill                              0.10 mg/L 
 5 min EC50 Photobacterium phosphoreum           9 mg/L 
 96 hr EC50 Water flea                                         20 mg/L 
Biopersistance and Degradability:  The wood portion of this product would be expected to be 

biodegradable.  
Formaldehyde 
Trace amounts of free formaldehyde may be released to the atmosphere and would be expected to be 

removed in the atmosphere by direct photolysis and oxidation by photochemically produced hydroxyl 
radicals (half-life of a few hours).  In the aqueous phase formaldehyde biodegradation is expected to 
take place in a few days. 

Bioaccumulation:  Not expected to bioaccumulate. 
Soil Mobility:  NAV 
Other Adverse Effects:  NAP 

13. Disposal Considerations 
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14. Transport Information 

Mode:  (air, land, water) Not regulated as a hazardous material by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation.  Not listed as a hazardous material in Canadian Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
(TDG) regulations.  Not regulated as a hazardous material by IMDG or IATA regulations concerning 
the transport of hazardous materials. 

UN Proper Shipping Name: NAP 
UN/NA ID Number: NAP 
Hazard Class: NAP 
Packing Group: NAP 
Environmental Hazards (Marine 
Pollutant): 

NAP 

Special Precautions NAP 

15. Regulatory Information 

TSCA:  Phenol-formaldehyde resin is on the TSCA chemical substance inventory. 
CERCLA:  Formaldehyde (100 lbs. RQ) is on the CERCLA chemical substance inventory. 
DSL:  Formaldehyde is on the Canadian Domestic Substance List. 
OSHA:  Wood products are not hazardous under the criteria of the federal OSHA Hazard Communication 

Standard 29 CFR 1910.1200.  However, wood and resin dust generated by sawing, sanding or 
machining this product is considered hazardous.  Workplace exposure to formaldehyde is specifically 
regulated under 29 CFR 1910.1048. 

 
STATE RIGHT-TO-KNOW:   
California Proposition 65 –  

  WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals including wood dust which are known to 
the State of California to cause cancer, and methanol, which are known to the State of California to cause 
birth defects or other reproductive harm.  Drilling, sawing, sanding or machining wood products can 
expose you to wood dust.  Avoid inhaling wood dust or use a dust mask or other safeguards for personal 
protection.  For more information go to www.P65Warnings.ca.gov and www.P65Warnings.ca.gov/wood. 
These products contain formaldehyde, which depending on temperature and humidity may be emitted 

from the product.  Formaldehyde is known to the State of California to cause cancer. 
Pennsylvania – This product contains formaldehyde which, depending on temperature and humidity, may 

be emitted from the product.  When cut or otherwise machined, the product may emit wood dust.  
Formaldehyde and wood dust appear on Pennsylvania’s Appendix A, Hazardous Substance Lists. 

New Jersey – This product contains formaldehyde, a substance which appears on New Jersey’s 
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15. Regulatory Information (cont’d.) 

FDA:  Not intended for use as a food additive or indirect food contact item. 
WHMIS Classification:  Wood and products made from wood are exempt from WHMIS per the 
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16. Other Information (cont’d.) 

STEL = Short-Term Exposure Limit (15 minutes) 
STP = Standard Temperature and Pressure 
TCLo = Lowest Concentration in Air Resulting in a Toxic Effect 
TDG = (Canada) Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
TDLo = Lowest Dose Resulting In a Toxic Effect 
TLV = Threshold Limit Value 
TSCA = Toxic Substance Control Act 
TWA = Time-Weighted Average (8 hours) 
UFL = Upper Flammable Limit 
WHMIS = (Canada) Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System 

 



Label for Plywood products.  See SDS 8/2018 for additional information. 

Plywood  

 
Danger  

Wood dust may cause nasopharyngeal cancer and/or cancer  of the nasal cavities and paranasal 


	S301
	1. Identification
	2. Hazard(s) Identification
	2. Hazard(s) Identification (cont’d.)
	3. Composition/Information on Ingredients
	4. First Aid Measures
	5. Fire-fighting Measures
	6. Accidental Release Measures
	7. Handling and Storage
	8. Exposure Control Measures/Personal Protection
	8. Exposure Control Measures/Personal Protection (cont’d.)
	9. Physical/Chemical Properties
	10. Stability and Reactivity
	11. Toxicological Information
	11. Toxicology Information (cont’d.)
	12. Ecological Information
	13. Disposal Considerations
	14. Transport Information
	15. Regulatory Information
	15. Regulatory Information (cont’d.)
	16. Other Information
	16. Other Information (cont’d.)

	GHS label S301

